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Minutes from 4-27-13 Kenilworth Alliance meeting 
 
 
Stuart Chazin, Kenilworth Preservation Group (KPG)  
KPG, founded by resident Stuart Chazin, is a grass roots organization with the goal of preserving 
the Kenilworth Trail. KPG has met with Commissioner Dorfman; Jim Brimeyer, Met Council; 
and Senator Klobuchar’s office to discuss options for LRT. All parties have said that trying to re-
route LRT to Highway 100 is not an option. KPG is advocating for a tunnel for LRT with freight 
rail at grade in the Kenilworth corridor. 
 
Tom Johnson, Gray Plant Mooty 
Johnson was hired by KPG to draft a response to the Southwest LRT Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS), specifically for the section from the West Lake Station to the Penn 
Station.  

• The DEIS did not provide much detail for this section of the line, pushing most of the 
issues to the Preliminary Engineering phase of the project.  Significant work will need to 
be done before the Final Environmental Impact Statement is issued (expected some time 
early next year).  

• Opportunities exists for legal challenges based on the information in the DEIS, 
particularly around at-grade co-location of LRT and freight rail. However, legal 
challenges are expensive and unpredictable. 

• The details of the project are getting to the critical stage (to determine location of freight). 
 

KPG is advocating for a LRT tunnel through the Kenilworth corridor. 
1. Precedent  - there is a tunnel for the Hiawatha line under the airport. The cost was  

$110 million in 2004 (but included a large underground station). 
2. Geology of Kenilworth would work well for tunnel (very solid/stable limestone above a 

tunnel bored through sandstone)  
3. Hennepin Co. estimated $100 million to relocate the freight rail to St Louis Park; these 

dollars could finance the LRT tunnel and keep freight at-grade in Kenilworth 
 
KPG is focusing on bringing serious attention to the tunnel. Johnson feels it is premature to ask 
elected officials to support the tunnel at this time. It needs further study and may be cost 
prohibitive. Thoughts of a legal challenge can be raised later. 
 
Action steps are to speak with decision makers (city, county, Met Council) to push for studying 
the tunnel option to preserve the regional trail and parkland. The tunnel needs to be studied 
during Preliminary Engineering and before Minneapolis is asked to give municipal consent. 
 
Comment: Imminent threat is co-location. If we get sidetracked on studying the tunnel and it is 
determined that it isn’t feasible, we could get stuck with co-location. 
Response: Excellent point. There are risks involved in whatever we do. KPG does not want LRT 
at-grade and is advocating to preserve the Kenilworth for the future use. Can’t justify an 
argument for a tunnel if freight rail is relocated to St Louis Park.   
 
Comment: Minneapolis has stated that they will not accept co-location.  
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Comment: Southwest LRT may move down the list of transit priorities and be put off longer 
because a solution can’t be worked out.  
Response: Possible, but Johnson feels that the politicians want to keep the project on track so a 
solution will be found. 
 
In conclusion, Johnson thanked the group for inviting him to speak and stated that the 
Kenilworth is at risk and a tunnel is the best solution to preserve it as we know it. If after 
thoroughly analysis, a tunnel isn’t workable, adequate mitigation will be necessary. 
 
Sophia Ginis, Southwest LRT Community Outreach Coordinator 

• Open House for Station Area Planning, May 2, 6-8 pm at Bryn Mawr Elementary School. 
There will be other opportunities for open houses throughout the summer. 

• The Project Office wants public comments during the Preliminary Engineering phase.  
• Designs for both co-location and re-location will be presented this summer. 
• It is unlikely that the maintenance operations facility will be in Minneapolis. 

 
Art Higinbotham 
Higinbotham shared the resolution that he presented at the DFL Ward 7 convention (see 
Attachment A). The City is not accepting resolutions this year so Higinbotham’s resolution did 
not go forward.  
 
Mike Wilson 
Mike clarified the two groups: 

• Kenilworth Preservation Group is a private group, privately funded.  
• The Kenilworth Alliance is a joint neighborhood task force (CIDNA, Kenwood, West 

Calhoun and Cedar Lake Park Association).  
 
The April issue of the Hill and Lake Press contains articles about LRT written by a number of 
residents focusing on different aspects of the project. The May issue will include an article about 
the Cedar Lake Pkwy intersection. 
 
The West Lake Station is projected to be the busiest and most complicated station. Input is 
needed from residents to solve circulation and access issues.  
 
Mike is CIDNA’s representative to the Midtown Corridor Alternatives Analysis Community 
Advisory Committee. The study is looking at transit on Lake St and/or the Greenway to connect 
with LRT at the West Lake Station. 
 
Look for the small brown signs along the Kenilworth that designate the Hennepin County 
Regional Railroad Authority property lines. The signs show the width of the right-of-way for 2-
tracks of LRT and trails. If freight is co-located in the corridor, privately property will be taken 
to accommodate. 
 
Learn more at CIDNA’s Annual Meeting on May 8. West Calhoun Neighborhood Council’s 
Annual Meeting is May 14. 
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Kenilworth Corridor Event – June 8 
 
The Kenilworth Alliance and CIDNA are organizing an event on the Kenilworth on Saturday, 
June 8, 2-4 pm to raise awareness of LRT with trail-users. Volunteers are working on signs to 
promote the event. Signs will be placed on private property.  
 
Contact Art Higinbotham at ahiginbotham@msn.com to volunteer to help. Volunteers are need 
for: 

• Social media promotion 
• Drafting letters of invitation to be sent to elected officials and candidates for elected 

office 
• Staffing the event 

 
Volunteers will staff five locations on the trail (West Lake Station; Calhoun Isles; Cedar Lake 
Parkway; channel connecting Cedar Lake and Lake of the Isles; and 21st St Station) 
 
Amy Rock, Roseanne Halloran and Jeanette Colby are working a on flier for the event. 
A draft of the flier was discussed. Suggestions were to keep the flier simple with bullet points for 
more impact and include a call to action to contact elected officials to insist that they protect the 
Kenilworth Trail. The backside of the flier can be used to provide details of specific issues for 
each of the five locations along the corridor.  
 
 
Next meeting: 

• No date set at this time. 



 4 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

 
 

RESOLUTION ON USE OF KENILWORTH CORRIDOR FOR LRT/FREIGHT 
 
Whereas, the Kenilworth transit corridor is used by 600,000 trail users (cyclists and pedestrians) 
from all over Hennepin County annually, and 
 
Whereas, the Kenilworth transit corridor is the major connector between the Cedar Lake Trail 
and the Midtown Greenway Trail, and 
 
Whereas, the Kenilworth transit corridor is part of the Minneapolis Grand Rounds and eligible 
for national historic designation, and  
 
Whereas, the Kenilworth transit corridor runs through one of the most bucolic urban forests in 
the United States, and 
 
Whereas, preservation of lakes and woods adjacent to the Kenilworth corridor merits the highest 
consideration for preservation, 
 
Be it resolved that the City of Minneapolis, its Mayor and its City Council continue to oppose 
co-location of TC&W freight and the proposed Southwest Light Rail in the corridor, and 
 
Be it resolved that the City of Minneapolis, its Mayor and its City Council continue to insist on 
adequate mitigation in the corridor if the Southwest Light Rail is approved for location in the 
corridor and the freight rail is re-located elsewhere.  Adequate mitigation is defined as no less 
than a tunnel for the Light Rail under the corridor from east of the proposed West Lake St. 
station to east of the proposed 21st St. station, including a bored tunnel underneath the Cedar 
Lake/Lake of the Isles boat channel, and 
 
Be it resolved that the City of Minneapolis, its Mayor and its City Council will not provide 
municipal consent to the Southwest Light Rail project unless the above actions are taken. 

 


